Planning for Success
From the Superintendent
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Prayers and thoughts for a Blessed Advent Season!
As we approach the end of the first trimester of the 2018-2019, the staff of the
Office of the Superintendent~Catholic School Support Services wanted to share
with you the Parent Newsletter. The Parent Newsletter will be sent to you at the
end of each trimester and coincide with the distribution of report cards.
The purpose of the Parent Newsletter is to provide you with information regarding Catholic education within the Diocese of Brooklyn. The content of the Parent
Newsletter supports all of the initiatives and programs offered through your
Academy and Parish School. We hope that the Parent Newsletter provides you
with insights into key educational and academic topics.
We thank you for your support, involvement and commitment to Catholic education
within the Diocese of Brooklyn.
Best wishes for a Blessed and Joyous Christmas!
Sincerely,
Thomas Chadzutko, Ed.D.
Superintendent~Catholic School Support Services
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Teachers and Parents Need to be Partners in Catholic
Education

Students and teachers share time and space, mind and soul for at least six hours a day. Consequently, the Catholic school
becomes a privileged place for the total formation of children.
Minds are challenged, souls are nourished, and Christian principles set the standard for every effort in the classroom, at the
computer lab, on the playground, or during a school assembly. The vocation of Catholic school teacher challenges the adult to
view every moment as an opportunity for formation.
Soulful formation is the primary purpose of the Catholic school. Academic excellence, self-discipline, student responsibility,
and productivity are hallmarks of Catholic schools.
But soul formation is the reason that the Catholic school exists. Ongoing formation in Gospel values that is integrated into
every aspect of the school day distinguishes a Catholic school from other quality schools across the nation, public or private.
Teacher as Formation Agent
Without question, parents are the primary educators of their children. It is the right and privilege of parents to choose the
school environment that will best support their vocation to provide education for their child.
Because privilege and responsibility are inseparable, it then becomes a parent’s duty to support the policies and decisions
of the school, and for them to expect the same of children. A parent who chooses to enroll a child in a Catholic school
entrusts the continued formation of the child to the staff of the school.
Teachers stand in loco parentis (in the place of parents). They serve this role for long periods of quality, interactive time
daily.
Even during vacation times, many parents would be hard-pressed to spend several hours a day in uninterrupted quality
interaction with their child, either alone or with a group of the child’s peers.
Teachers, however, do this daily.
Very frequently, elementary school teachers also observe or interact with their students during playground periods,
cafeteria time, assemblies, and extracurricular activity. Sometimes teachers can observe their students when another
professional is teaching the group.
Interaction with a student during any of these times and observation of the student’s interaction with others during
group times allow the teacher a privileged view into the soul of each student.
Consequently, a teacher can be an invaluable resource for parents. Two factors make objectivity more possible for the
teacher:

1.
2.

The teacher is not related by blood or family ties to the student.
The student is one of many others of the same age.

These factors, along with the probability that the teacher has spent years working with children of the same grade level,
assist the teacher in identifying baseline norms and detecting red-flag behaviors.
This is not to suggest that the teacher is an all-knowing god; but the perceptions of the teacher can suggest valuable
guidelines, especially for parents who are living through this particular grade/age/stage for the first time.

Page 2

Planning for Success

Parents and Teachers as Partners
Teachers are most effective when they receive the support of parents. Lack of support has a demoralizing effect and,
consequently, frustrates the ability of the teacher to bring about good for the students.
It reminds me of the Gospel scene in Mark 6: Jesus had cast out demons; healed many at Simon’s house; restored life to a
child; and cured a leper, a paralytic, a man with a withered hand, and a woman who had hemorrhaged for 12 years.
Then he went to his hometown, Nazareth. The townsfolk took offense at him, saying that he was only a carpenter! Mark
reported that Jesus could perform no miracles there because of the people’s lack of faith.
I have seen this unfortunate scenario in action many times personally or through shared stories. Students benefit most
when home and school work in partnership.
Lack of partnership defeats the purpose for enrolling a child in the school, and it grows a counterproductive attitude within
the child.
If a parent criticizes the teacher or school in front of the child or displays anger toward the teacher or principal, the child
assumes permission to disrespect or disregard the authority of the teacher.
That is not good for the moral development nor for the psycho-social development of the child. In extreme cases, it can
even stop a child’s development.
When Parents Disagree
When a parent disagrees with a teacher’s action or school policy, it benefits the child for the parent to suggest a coping skill
appropriate to the situation: “It sounds like we should ask the Holy Spirit to inspire your teacher and to strengthen your
patience. Write up that intention and add it to our family prayer dish.”
If the issue involves a parental value or principle, it is best followed up with a private teacher appointment, unknown to the
child. Adults thus interact like adults and the child remains a child, unaware of parent-teacher conflict and,
therefore, “free” to be a child.
If the situation requires both sides of the story, then the child could be present in a second teacher appointment. Of
course, all parent-teacher encounters require respectful listening and speaking.
Parents and teachers must always model for children the kind of behavior and interaction that we want children to
acquire. Let me share a personal story to illustrate this wisdom:
Negative gossip about teachers spreads like cancer and it has the same effect! Once faith in a teacher is publicly broken,
then he or she, like Jesus at Nazareth, can do no miracles for the current class, even though miracles were done for previous
students. Scripture offers the sage advice: Say only the good things that people need to hear, things that will really help
them (reference Ephesians 4:29-30).
A parent-teacher partnership implies that parents and teachers extend the benefit of the doubt to the other.
Whether in conference or in writing, both use respectful tones. Both demonstrate courtesy and self-control.
Both approach the other with a spirit of partnership. Both precede encounters with prayer and thoughtful planning.
And both exercise charity in order to be ready to respond rather than react to any matter of controversy and to practice
the meaning of the phrase “to speak the truth in love.”
Partners never speak negatively about the other to the children or to other parents or teachers. Both hold sacred the reputation of the other and, therefore, both practice the discipline of confidentiality.
Parents and teachers are partners and we all need to work together for the benefit of the child. Everyone’s goal is to work
together to allow the child to succeed.

Thomas Chadzutko — Superintendent of Schools
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New York State Testing Results for 2018
The 2018 ELA and Math tests
were reduced from three test
sessions per subject to only two
days of testing.
With fewer testing sessions,
each test had fewer questions
than in previous years but
continued to be untimed.
The chart (middle) reports the
proficiency percentages for
students within the Diocese of
Brooklyn as compared to the
students in New York City and
New York State public schools.

2018 NYS ELA and Math
Test Results
Grades 4, 6 and 8
Comparative Chart



We are experiencing changes
with the New York City "MySchools" application process
for the city's public high schools.
We are also trying to be
proactive in the event that New
York City should decide to
eliminate the Specialized High
Schools Admissions Test
(SHSAT) in future years.

Last school year, we had several
discussions with our academy and
parish school principals and listened to their concerns.
Many academies/parish schools offer
Regents courses to Grade 8 students
which will eliminate testing ELA and
Math to eighth graders. However,
we will continue to administer
Science in Grade 8.
Academies and Parish Schools
within the Diocese of Brooklyn will
be administering the following state
tests in the Spring of 2019:

Teachers and parents can view
the released test questions
from the 2018 state tests and
from previous years at:
engageny.org

ELA Grades 4, 6, and 7
Math Grades 4, 6, and 7
Science Grades 4 and 8

New York State Testing in
2019 for the Diocese of

We believe this is the right decision
for our students and will help ensure
that our students are prepared for
high school whether they choose a
Catholic High School or a public high
school.

Brooklyn-Announcement:
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Percentage of Students Scoring at Levels 3
and 4 (Students who met or exceeded the
proficiency standards for their grade):

Students within the diocese
surpass their counterparts in
ELA in all tested grade levels
with 60% proficiency by the
time the students reach Grade
8. In Math, the proficiency
percentages within the diocese
are competitive with New York
City in Grade 4 and Grade 6.
The diocesan students
outperform both city and state
in Math-Grade 8.

A decision has been made by
the Office of the
Superintendent~Catholic
School Support Services to
administer the Grade 7 ELA
and Math tests in the Spring
of 2019 and eliminate testing
-Grade 8 ELA and Math.

This decision was based on several
factors:

Submitted by:
Diane Phelan
Please Note: Percentages reported include all tested
students (general education and students with disabilities as reported by New York State, New York City and
Diocese of Brooklyn).

Associate Superintendent for
Evaluation of Programs and Students
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Curriculum News

Welcome to the inaugural newsletter for parents of Catholic education. We would like to take this opportunity to say
THANK YOU for sending your children to us! We also would hope that this newsletter will be a source of information to
you, and a help as you meet with your child’s teacher and/or principal. Over the course of this year, we will cover many
items that may help you to work with your child(ren) at home. This December newsletter will be the starting point for
the Diocese to share important updates and news with you. We wish you a Happy December!
WHAT WE TEACH
The Diocese of Brooklyn follows the Office of Faith Formation Religion Standards as well as the New York State
Standards in all subjects. The following links may be helpful for you in finding what your child will be learning this year.
The Seed is the Word of God is what we teach in our religion classes. The link for those guidelines is: https://
dioceseofbrooklyn.org/get-involved/secretariat-for-evangelization-and-catechesis/the-seed-is-the-word-curriculumguides/
The New York State website, where you will find the current standards is: http://www.nysed.gov/curriculuminstruction
For this December newsletter, the focus will be on English Language Arts
What are the main parts of the Standards?
Reading: Text complexity and growth of comprehension What does that mean? The reading standards are to help
students grow in their ability to read at higher levels, and to truly understand what they are reading.
Writing: Text types, responding to reading, and research. The writing standards are made up of two paths- the
path where students understand, for instance, the ability to plan, revise, edit, and publish and the second path is the
ability to apply other skills such as writing arguments, finding facts within what they are reading to back up their
position, informative/explanatory texts, and narratives.
Speaking and listening: Flexible communication and collaboration. The speaking and listening standards require
students to develop a range of ways to communicate by speaking and interpersonal skills, not just skills needed for
formal presentations.
Language: Conventions (grammar), effective use, and vocabulary. For the grammar and vocabulary, students should be
using those words in their reading stories, or in the math, social studies, science or religion they are learning, The
language standards include those “rules” that are necessary for proper written and spoken English, but they also look
at how they write and the choices they make in writing.
SOME THINGS THAT ARE NEW
In 2015, New York State (NYS) began a process of review and revision of its current English Language Arts (ELA)
Learning Standards adopted in January 2011. The New York State Next Generation English Language Arts Learning
Standards (Revised 2017) were developed by educators across the state. The Common Core standards in English
Language Arts are being phased out and their replacement is called the Next Generation ELA standards. This is a year
of discovery, and these are not being implemented until the 2020 school year. There are a few differences in what we
will teach, but not that many. Some standards have been deleted or have been moved to other years. The new
standards will not be assessed until 2021. So, we have time to teach our teachers and prepare the curriculum in our
schools and academies.

Planning for Success
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Curriculum News (continued)
If you are the parent of a student in PreK through Grade 2, this link to the Next Generation ELA standards may be
helpful to you in seeing what your child(ren) will be learning. http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/
pk2elastandardsglance.pdf
For those parents of a student in Grades 3-5, this link to the Next Generation ELA standards may be helpful to you.
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/35elastandardsglance.pdf
For those parents of a student in Grades 6-8, this link to the Next Generation ELA standards may be helpful to you.
http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/68elastandardsglance.pdf
How Can Parents Work with their Academy or School (taken from www.engageny.org)

What Parents Can Do to Help their Children Learn
The New York State Standards ask teachers to make 12 major “shifts” or (changes) in their classrooms – six shifts
in English language arts and six shifts in Mathematics. These changes may be tough at first as students and
teachers adjust to higher expectations.
As a parent, you can help and learn more by talking with your child about what they are learning. Ask open-ended
questions about what they learned in school each day, read their homework and attend school events to learn about
what their teachers expect.

Read more non fiction

Read biographies, or books about science or religion or
history that have facts and details more than a story.
Reading about the experiences of others help you to learn
how to navigate the world

Learn about the world by reading

Reading more non-fiction will help to learn about the world.
It helps you to concentrate more, and to communicate
better.
For help with finding books that are on your child’s grade
level or above, www.lexile.com will help you find fiction and
non-fiction.
When you read with your child, ask them to be a
“Detective” and find details to explain what they read to
you.

Read more challenging material

Talk about reading using evidence

Write about text using evidence

Help them to find the facts in the book or article or online
piece of writing and then to write about what they read.

Know more vocabulary words

Talk about the words in their science books, or in the social studies, or in the religion homework and ask your children to use them in other sentences.

APPS for ELA – For apps that will help with ELA:
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/lists/common-core-friendly-english-and-language-arts-apps-games-andwebsites
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Digital Citizenship in 2018
Most of our children lead
double lives today. I don’t think they
necessarily mean to, but it is the world
that they have become accustom to.
Due to the sense of anonymity that
the internet offers, children feel like
they can write, say and do things that
they wouldn’t normally if anyone knew
it was them. In most cases, your
children are not even allowed to
create accounts on the social media
outlets they are using. Helping
children to understand terms by which
these services are governed can help
to mitigate issues and lead them to a
safer more responsible digital
presence.

dangers of falsifying information can
help them understand why doing this is
wrong and how harmful it can be. Also, if
they do have an account, monitoring that
account should be top priority as a
parent. They might not like it, but it will
help keep them safe.

Each of these services also have
terms governing behavior that many
people agree to without even reading.
Using their platforms to shame, defame,
bully, threaten or any one of many other
negative use9s1 is a direct violation of
the terms and can result in account
deletion and possibly even legal action.
Any user has the ability to report these
type of posts or communications and
children should be encouraged to do this
The first thing about the
anytime they receive messages or see
terms of service for most online
this type of behavior. They should also
services that we are going to look at is
be made aware of the consequences for
the age restrictions. Many of the
breaking these rules. Not only on the
social media services that they are
part of the platform, but the at home
using require users to be 13 or older to
and legal consequences as well. The
create an account. Facebook, Twitter,
sense of anonymity that the internet
and Instagram all have this
provides often makes them feel as if
requirement. Snapchat, which is very
they are untouchable, but a reported
popular with children, not only
account can be traced back to the user
requires children to be 13 to create an
through email and Internet Protocol or
account but it also requires anyone
IP addresses. Parents and guardians
between the ages of 13 and 17 to have
can also be held responsible for this type
parental consent in order to use the
of behavior.
service. All of these requirements are
The last thing, but in many ways
based on the Children’s Internet
most important thing for parents to talk
Protection Act which prohibits the
collection of personal information from to children about is what I call the
children under the age of 13. Since all “infinite of the internet”. In many ways,
the internet does seem infinite.
of these services require that users
provide their name, date of birth and
other identifying information, it makes
children under 13 ineligible for an
account. Unfortunately, the
enforcement of these regulations is
nearly impossible due to the fact that
there is no effective way for social
media services to check the validity of
the information that a user provides.
Most times, children are providing
false information to sign up for these
services or even falsifying parenta
consent. Talking to children about the

Page 7

Jokes have been made about reaching
the end of the internet, or crashing the
internet, but it’s sheer vastness makes
both of these things seem impossible.
To put it plainly, if it exists, you can find
it on the internet. The other side of
that is that if it ever existed on the
internet, its still there and can be there
for an infinite amount of time. Many
people don’t understand that digital
media by it’s very nature is very hard to
get rid of. The problem with a Facebook
post or SnapChat message is that those

have been made public. Copies of that
information now exist and will spread
exponentially. Anyone else who sees it
can resend it, and the original person
has no control over the copies. People
have been turned down for jobs, lost
jobs or are not accepted into colleges
because of things that were posted on
social media, sometimes years ago.
While it can be said that people are
entitled to make mistakes, there is a
responsibility that comes with a very
public and very accessible voice.
Children need to be made aware of the
ramifications of poor judgement while
using social media. They can ruin
others lives as well as their own. And
to prove the point, show them the
Internet Archive’s Way Back Machine.
It’s a collection of almost the entire
internet through the years, and it
shows that just because something is
no longer available on the current
internet, it still resides in an archive
for anyone to see. What children think
is a harmless action now, could stay
with them for the rest of their lives.
Helping children to understand
the responsibility that a social media
account and online presence requires
can help them to make better choices
now and in the future. Explaining that
just because they don’t immediately
see the damage they are causing does
not mean that it isn’t happening can
hopefully deter most of the behaviors
we see all too often. Now, this is just
one aspect of good digital citizenship,
but I think it’s a good place to start.
Things that they think are funny or
cool now, can have serious
consequences later on. Understanding
that fact today can help them to have
a brighter, safer and happier tomorrow.
Michael Greiner
Coordinator of Education Technology and
Data
Office of the Superintendent~Catholic
School Support Services
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Parental Engagement
Dear Parents,
The Roman Catholic Church, in no less than
33 Church documents and The Catechism of
the Catholic Church, teaches that parents
are the first and most important teachers
and role models for their children. The
Diocese of Brooklyn advances this philosophy in the underpinnings of Preserving the
Vision, our diocesan strategic plan.
Since our academies and parish schools are
family-focused, parents are welcome to
visit, and are cordially invited to participate
in educational and formational programs.
Our academies and parish schools provide
multiple avenues for participation, social
and religious events, liturgies and prayer
services, concerts and musicals, athletic
events, fund-raising activities and volunteer
opportunities.
As you already know, research indicates
that parental engagement in the education
of their children results in higher levels of
academic success and achievement, positive
motivation for learning and the
strengthening of the family and school
bond.
In the Diocese of Brooklyn, parents are
encouraged to participate in the activities
of the Home Academy Association as well
as select committees of the academy
governance structure. The Academy Board
of Directors seeks nominations of parents
from the principal to participate in the
development, marketing, facilities, and
academy/student life committees of the
board. It is the hope of the staff of the
Office of the Superintendent ~ Catholic
School Support Services that parents will
become actively involved in the education of
their children, as time and other constraints permit, so that together academy
and parish school and parents may advance
the mission of Catholic education and the
education and formation of our children.
The document following this letter offers
five types of parental engagement that
research has found appropriate and
necessary for participation to strengthen
collaboration and cooperation between family and academy and parish school; it also
offers examples of strategies to engage.
Thank you for choosing Catholic education
where we strive to provide an education for
the future and faith for a lifetime.
Thank you and sincerely,

Brother Ralph Darmento, F.S.C.
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Program for
the
Development
of Human
Potential
(PDHP)

Submitted by :
Norwood Keaton
Executive Director of PDHP

Keeping our Children Safe & Whole During the Holidays
The holidays are most often viewed as a happy time however, it is important to
acknowledge that for many reasons, the holidays can also be a difficult time. For our children,
there may be lofty expectations while the reality is perhaps much more down to earth. Children may also have a tough time with the transition out of a school routine, even for a short
time. These factors can trigger feelings of sadness. Holidays are also often the times when
our kids and their peers get technology-based gifts which can potentially open a realm of problems; this type of gifting can be taken too lightly by us, parents. Here are some preventive
approaches parents can take as the season begins.
First, some ways we can counter these holiday blues would be to:




discuss and establish real expectations including budget for gifting



plan activities, which can be kept very simple, for example, on Tuesday night, we will bake
some cookies together or on Sunday, we will play a board game after breakfast



really commit to time together – turn the technology off as it can be distracting and this
time is our ultimate priority



finally, the act of giving versus receiving can have extremely beneficial effects on our
children’s sense of worth, connection and happiness. Can they make a donation of older
toys or volunteer their time to assist with a food drive perhaps?

include your children in planning activities for the time off so they have things to which
they can look forward and so they can understand the structure of the days ahead,

Second, that tech-related gifting can be overwhelming at best, so:



do some research prior to buying tech items to ensure our kids will be safe. Common
Sense Media is a great tool to determine the pros and cons of such purchases



be involved with the setup of these items by applying privacy settings and creating strong
passwords shared only with parent and child,





put into effect time restraints & curfews pertaining to tech use,



know that bullying is the intentional, aggressive, unwanted and repeated behavior by an
individual or group of individuals, consider its wide-spread effect in a technology-based
realm of social media, texts, chat rooms, secret apps, emails and gaming.



keep your conversations open and calm so that your children will be readily able to approach you with questions and concerns.

keep these devices in public – they are unnecessary in bedrooms or bathrooms,
let the children show you how they wish to use these items and be involved in that continued use,

What if its not just holiday blues? Parents should be aware of the following behaviors
in their children and immediately seek assistance from their healthcare providers:
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Suicidal threats in the form of direct ("I am going to kill myself") and indirect ("I wish I
could fall asleep and never wake up again") statements.



Suicide notes and plans (including online postings).



Prior suicidal behavior.



Making final arrangements (e.g., making funeral arrangements, writing a will, giving away
prized possessions).



Preoccupation with death.



Changes in behavior, appearance, thoughts and/or feelings.
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From the Office of the Superintendent~ Catholic
School Support Services

